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35 BAMSDEMBEMNS (English Report)

A Brief Report for Participating in the 5 International Symposium on
Environmental Sociology in East Asia

Shu-Fen Kao, Department of Sociology, Fo Guang University, TAIWAN
(B Bk ging i o)

Co-hosting with International Sociology Association, RC 24, Japanese Association of
Environmental Sociology (JAES) held the 5" International Symposium on Environmental
Sociology in East Asia (ISESEA) in Tohoku University, Sendai, Japan, during October
30" and November 2", 2015. The theme of the 5" ISESEA was “Disaster, Risk and
Sustainable Community” and approximately 90 persons participated. The conference
began with a keynote speech titled “Increasing the Impact of Asian Scholars in
International Environmental Sociology” by Dr. Riley E. Dunlap after a short welcome
opening address by Dr. Koichi Hasegawa. Dr. Dunlap pointed out the rich traditions of
Environmental Sociology in East Asia and encouraged scholars in this region to publish
papers in the international journals to enrich the scholarship of Environmental Sociology
as well as to broaden knowledge that is relevant to the entire world. In addition, Dr.
Dunlap shared important information and tips for publishing academic papers in
international journals. Many of us, particularly young scholars, benefited from his talk.

A memorial session for the late Dr. Harutoshi Funabashi was held after the keynote
speech. Dr. Seejae Lee from Korea, Dr. Juju Wang from Taiwan, Dr. Ajiang Chen from
China, Dr. Yoichi Yuasa and Dr. Keiko Funabashi from Japan, as long-time friends and
colleagues, shared their memories about the late Dr. Harutoshi Funabashi and his great
contributions to the field of Environmental Sociology, as well as his varied activities in
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education, administration and social transformation. It’s not only a time for all of us to
remember our dearest colleague, the late Dr. Harutoshi Funabashi, but also a call for us to
carry on the good work he began as an environmental sociologist.

Dr. Saburo Horikawa (Japan) introduced speakers during memorial session for the late Dr.
Harutoshi Funabashi. (Photo: Shu-Fen Kao)

There were nine regular sessions for paper presentation across a wide range of critical
research topics, including environmental pollution, health risk and environmental justice,
disaster restoration, adaptation to environmental change in community, nuclear security,
risk and democracy, management and use of natural resources, environmental behavior,
environmental perception, and river project and memory. Varied inspiring questions were
raised from the floor after each presentation and rich conversations continued among
participants after each session. In addition to present my paper, | also chaired one session
and really enjoyed listening to all the presentations and discussion among session
participants. | was impressed that young scholars were highly welcome in this conference.
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Dr. Dunlap (left) discussed with the presenter, Dr. Morgan Chih-Tung Huang. (Taiwan,
stand) (Photo: Shu-Fen Kao)

The Thematic Session “Disaster, Risk and Sustainable Community: Facing the Fukushima
Nuclear Disaster” was organized as a platform for all the participants to reflect upon what
had happened in Japan and other countries after 2011 Fukushima nuclear disaster. Three
Japanese panelists were invited to present in this session and Dr. Dowan Ku from Korea
and myself as discussants to dialogue with three panelists. In the beginning of the
thematic session, Dr. Koichi Hasegawa analyzed why Japan had been unchanged after
Fukushima disaster from a structural viewpoint and described how Japanese civil society
had responded to this situation. Then he proposed several ways to achieve a post-nuclear
society in Japan.

Employing the case of Tokai Village in Ibaraki Prefecture, the birth place of Japan’s
nuclear industry and one of low-recognized disaster affected area in the Great East Japan
Earthquake and tsunami, Dr. Yayoi Haraguchi provided the historical context that how
the interdependence of Tokai Village and the nuclear energy industry had been
established in the latter half of the twentieth century and reconstructed through the two
major nuclear accidents since the 1990s, and then she analyzed how concerned citizens in
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many communities in Ibaraki exercised citizen science to understand and evaluate
situations of polluted environments from the perspective of ordinary people. Since 2011
Fukushima nuclear disaster, the networking of local citizen’s collective actions from
neighboring communities has been pressing the local government to discuss the
possibility of community development without nuclear energy promotion. One point |
found interesting was that Dr. Haraguchi brought up the issue of evacuation plan in
relation to agreement of restarting nuclear power plants in Japan. She pointed out that it
may lead to emergence of environmental injustice because it may result in more restarting
of nuclear power plants in less populated, remote rural areas.

The third panelist, Dr. Yasumasa lgarashi introduced us research findings from his own
action research project -- “Find Your Farmer” project, which he had deeply involved. I
find the Roundtable discussion among varied stakeholders was rather essential to
overcome the gap between consumers and farmers by building the locally based sense of
solidarity. However, both Dr. Dowan Ku and | thought that the root of tensions between
consumers and farmers in the radioactive contaminated area was not critically examined,
namely the risk of nuclear power plant.

I truly appreciated ISESEA-5 organizing committee arranged a study tour to tsunami
affected coast and Onagawa Nuclear Power Plant on November 1%. Dr. Koichi Hasegawa
and Dr. Ryoichi Terada offered varied background information while we observing
tsunami-affected area. When we had a break in Onagawa Station, a journalist from local
TV station wished to interview some of us. Dr. Juju Want accepted the interview and he
expressed that Onagawa Nuclear Power Plant shouldn’t be restarted in a beautiful place
like Onagawa! It’s a great idea that we had delicious lunchbox prepared by women from
tsunami-affected communities. After lunch a report from the staff of Onagawa Nuclear
Power Plant was given to us in Onagawa Visitor Center and afterwards we got on bus to
take a tour in the power plant. It seemed to me the policy of no cell phone and no camera
in the power plant was a bit strict.

In addition to fruitful regular and thematic sessions, ISESEA-5 organizing committee had
arranged a wonderful welcome party and farewell party. On top of delicious food and
beverage, conference participants from different countries particularly were invited to talk
and share about their experiences with ISESEA during the welcome party. On one hand, it
was a time to celebrate wonderful friendship for many of us who were long-term ISESEA
participants. On the other hand, it’s also a time to begin fellowship between junior and
senior participants.
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Dr. Koichi Hasegawa guided us in the study tour to tsunami affected coast.
(Photo: Shu-Fen Kao)

;'L
[
.

A journalist from Onagawa local TV Station interviewed Dr. Juju Wang. (Taiwan)
(Photo: Shu-Fen Kao)
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Dr. So-Young Lee (stand on the right, Korea) said something about her involvement in
ISESEA during the Welcome Party. (Photo: Shu-Fen Kao)

To sum up, | had greatly enjoyed the excellent program designed by the local organizing
committee. Thank you once again!

ISESEA has been a precious community for East Asian environmental sociologists to
share research findings, cultivate friendship and build collaborative research projects.
However, it’s not limited to East Asian scholars, but open to scholars worldwide. The 6™
ISESEA will be held in Yilan, Taiwan in 2017. | look forward to seeing many Japanese
colleagues in the next ISESEA. Welcome to Taiwan in 2017!
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